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How are you and your company involved 
with the expansion of Tema port?
I am personally not involved in the expansion 
itself, the project is fully done by the MPS 
group. But I am very interested in it because 
it will bring a lot of changes. All container 
traffic will go to the new port and that might 
have impact on our depot. I’m sure the 
expansion will also affect my business.

What is a Sustainable Port to you?
For me it means that a port is fair. It's a 
place for fair employment. A safe place to 
discharge and load cargos. Sustainability 
means that an eye is kept on the 
environment, even in the difficult West 
African conditions. These are very different 
from the Dutch conditions and conduct, but 
for a sustainable port we must try to keep 
certain standards. 

When I speak of difficult conditions, I mean 
issues like the heat, the dust, the age of the 
port, and the kind of products that are being 
discharged; for example cement clinker that 
is very dusty. And also the pollution by the 
trucks, this is incomparable to the new trucks 
we have in Holland. For sustainability, we 
have to try to slowly raise the standards and 
improve the conditions in the port, within the 
means we have here in Ghana.

What do you think the Tema port will look 
like in 20 years time?
I think it will still be congested, even with the 
new port coming. So they already have to 
think about the next step. Ghana is growing 
very quickly. For a start, the infrastructure 
leading towards and out of the port is still 
lacking. There is no water, no rail, just roads. 
If Tema Port wants to compete with the ports 

Bas de Vaal

SHIPPING AGENTS

TEMA PORT

Who are you and what is your background?
I am Bas de Vaal, managing director of Ports 
Marine and MTG. We are a shipping agents 
and logistic company delivering ship agency 
and freight forwarding services for importing 
and exporting in Africa. We are located right 
outside the port at the fishing harbour gate. 

We operate liner services and chartered 
vessels, which call Tema port with project and 
any other types of cargos. And we operate a 
container depot, where we store containers 
for various companies. On our premises we 
also have a warehouse, used to store tuna 
cans for a tuna-canning factory; these are 
sent to the Netherlands.

of Lomé and Abidjan, and wants to serve 
Burkina Faso and all the hinterland countries, 
it has to grow even bigger because these 
economies are growing as quickly as the 
Ghanaian. So, twenty years from now, I hope 
there are new plans to expand the port even 
more. 

What do you hope Tema port looks like in 
20 years from now? 
I hope the roads will be improved, and that 
there will be a place where trucks can park 
before reaching Tema roundabout. This would 
be perfect to limit traffic inside and in the 
immediate surroundings of the port, and to 
stop trucks from parking randomly alongside 
the roads. In twenty years, the organization 
of incoming and outgoing trucks will be more 
efficient, so they don’t have to wait so long 
around the port. 

Such efficiency can be created for example 
by developing better access roads and by 
clearing cargo more quickly. That means 
improving the customs system, like with the 
step that is being taken now by the vice-
president: a paperless system. But this is 
only the first step. In the future I hope a fully 
paperless process will clear goods in a few 
hours.
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GREENWICH MERIDIAN TOWER AND CRUISE TERMINAL
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Who are you and what is your background?
I am Azonko Simpi. I am a musician by my 
degree, a sound engineer and acoustician, 
inventor, and the CEO of World Time Limited. 

How did you become involved with Tema 
Port?
We want to get world time from a passive 
state to an active state by connecting the 
time clock to music. To give authenticity to 
the world time clock, we realized we had to 
go to the Greenwich Meridian, and in Ghana 
this is of course in Tema. But when I came 
to Tema, I realized it was not fully clear 
where the meridian is. So we developed a 
landmark that would signify the location of 
the Greenwich Meridian at the last point on 
land towards the Equator and the South Pole. 
We have called this point Terra Nihil Locus 
Mundiale (Land Zero Global Position). It is 
located at Latitude 5.37N, Longitude 0 and is 
right at Tema Port.

What the landmark about?
We envision the landmark as a tower 
combined with a cruise terminal. Part of that 
landmark is a pillar right on the Greenwich 
Meridian. It is to be located in the so-called 
Tema Time Park, where we will connect the 

time culture to the music culture with the 
Classic Africa Sync Clock that we invented. 
The landmark will be the Center of the World, 
incorporating an educational center where 
the port can present itself and scientists 
can connect to the public. It's a wonderful 
location for concerts for Classical African 
Music, and of course for all kinds of innovative 
experiments with time, music and the sea.

What do you hope Tema port looks like in 
20 years from now? 
We hope the Greenwich Meridian Tower and 
Cruise Terminal will be built as part of the 
new port development. We have already 
made some potential designs that were 
shown in the stakeholder workshop of your 
project we participated in. In my opinion, 
such a tower and terminal have the potential 
to attract many tourists from Ghana and 
far beyond. It would have facilities to host 
both local and international conferences, as 
organizers will very much like to have their 
functions at the Center of the World. And I 
think it will also attract cruise ships from all 
over the world. Tourists enjoy to learn and 
experience at this iconic landmark: taking 
their pictures on the meridian, listen to 
African music, and look at port activities.
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