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Did u know?





Galileo was the first to investigate the catenary which he mistook for parabola. James Bernoulli in 1691 obtained its true form and gave some of its properties.





Galileo's suggestion that a heavy rope would hang in the shape of a parabola was disproved by Jungius in 1669, but the true shape of the 'chain-curve', the catenary, was not found until 1690/91, when Huygens, Leibniz and John Bernoulli replied to a challenge by James Bernoulli. David Gregory, the Oxford professor, wrote a comprehensive treatise on the 'catenarian' in 1697. The name was first used by Huygens in a letter to Leibniz in 1690.











