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Back to basics: what do we mean by IP?

§ Intellectual property is the product of imagination and creativity.
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Where can IP be created?

§ Intellectual property can be a product of the imagination in:

– artistic fields

– aesthetic fields

– commercial fields

– technical fields
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Intellectual property and "ideas"

§ Intellectual property is the result of "ideas".

§ "Ideas" themselves cannot be protected.

§ But if you can embody them (by recording, writing down, 
describing, etc.) they might become protectable.
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How can IP be protected?

§ Ideas can be protected by a whole range of IPRs.

§ The type of IPR will be different depending on the idea.
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What rights do you get from your IPRs?

§ Exclusionary rights

§ The right to prevent others from using your intellectual property
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The publication deal

§ In exchange for the legal rights obtained through registration, 
owners agree to the substance of their IP being made public.
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Why is there a requirement for publication?

§ Reasons why IPRs are published:

– Warning

– Fairness

– Public duty
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Why search?

§ To find out what others are doing

§ New "ideas"

§ Freedom to operate

§ Enforcement
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Last but not least ..... 

§ Because it's there!

Intellectual Property Teaching Kit 1111



ESPACENET
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Espacenet: the original idea

§ European/worldwide patent information on the internet

§ Showcase for all participating national patent offices

§ Own-language interface

§ For intelligent non-experts

§ User-friendly

§ Raises awareness

§ Does not replace professional services
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Who are the potential users?

§ Scientists

§ Engineers

§ Lawyers

§ Economists/business administrators

§ Historians 

Intellectual Property Teaching Kit 14



The structure of patent documents

§ Front page
§ Bibliographic data
§ Title
§ Abstract
§ Description
§ Drawings
§ Claims
§ Search report
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The front page
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The description
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The drawings
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The claims
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The search report
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"Cited documents" view.........

...corresponds to documents 
cited in the search report, 
found in the "Original 
document" view



Technology-specific: biochemistry
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Technology-specific: civil engineering
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Technology-specific: aerospace
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Technology-specific: transport
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Technology-specific: ICT
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Legal status
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Legal status: validity
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Legal status: procedural
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Commercial relevance: technological impact (I)
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Commercial relevance: technological impact (II)

248 (2010)

839 (May 2012)

980 (Nov 2012)

1 269 (Oct 2014) 

1 329 (May 2015)
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Commercial relevance: movers and shakers
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Espacenet landing page
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Smart search
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Advanced search
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CPC classification search

Keywords or classes
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CPC classification search by keywords (I)
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CPC classification search by keywords (II)
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CPC classification search: use classification in search
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CPC classification search by symbol (I)
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CPC classification search by symbol (II)
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CPC classification

§ Keywords or classes

§ "Concept search"

§ Prepare offline (not in Espacenet document databases)

§ Principle:

- Find most appropriate classifications

- Copy (into advanced search mask)

- Refine search with keywords (do not repeat)

- Other search terms
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Navigation (I)

Breadcrumb navigation

Click Search to refine search

Can always use the browser "back" button (but not to refine search)
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Navigation (II)

Breadcrumb navigation
Previous – Next (for all sections of document)

Open in European Patent Register
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Saving and downloading (I)
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Saving and downloading (II)
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Saving and downloading (III)

My Patents List
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Saving and downloading (IV)
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Saving and downloading (V)
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Saving and downloading (VI)
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Saving and downloading (VII)
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Saving and downloading (VIII)
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Communication and sharing (I)
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Communication and sharing (II)

RSS Feeds
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Communication and sharing (III)
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Communication and sharing (IV)

Export to Excel – Can use Excel functions Links Preserved
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Settings (I)

Enable Query History
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Settings (II)
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Enable pop-ups

Enable 
pop-ups

Enable 
highlighting
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Resources

http://worldwide.espacenet.com Espacenet

espacenet@epo.org Espacenet helpdesk
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ESPACENET EXERCISES
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Exercise 1

§ How would you find EP1000000 in Espacenet?

§ What is the title of this patent?

§ How many simple family members does it have?
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Exercise 2

§ How would you use the smart search option to find patents in the 
field of cathode ray tubes published in 1950 with Philo T. 
Farnsworth as the inventor or applicant?
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Exercise 3

§ Albert Einstein and Leo Szilard were friends and colleagues. Albert 
was known for his theoretical work on relativity, the photoelectric 
effect and the kinetic theory of matter. Leo was an experimental 
physicist who conceived nuclear chain reactions, the electron 
microscope, the linear accelerator and the cyclotron. 

§ Leo and Albert worked together on inventions in a completely 
different field. What was that field?
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Exercise 4

Ann Lambrechts is an award-winning inventor.

§ How many of her patent applications can you find in Espacenet?

§ Which company does she currently work for?

§ Each of her patents covers a different specific invention. What is the 
main technology in her portfolio of inventions?

§ Can you find other inventors working in the same field?

§ Can you find other companies working in the same field?
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Exercise 5

Imagine you need to look for computer-controlled ABS by means of 
microprocessors.

§ How would you find suitable patent classifications?

§ How would you find out how many patents the following companies 
have in this technology?
- Citroën
- Mitsubishi
- Volkswagen
- Nissan
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Exercise 6

Imagine that you are looking for continuous carbon fibre reinforced 
materials used in aircraft construction. How would you develop a 
search strategy using classifications and keywords?
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Exercise 7

Borealis is a chemical company providing plastics materials to the 
infrastructure, automotive and advanced packaging markets. One of 
its technology platforms is Borstar®. 

§ Which polymeric and copolymeric materials are in the Borstar® 
product range?

§ How would you find out how many European patents Borealis has 
applied for for the copolymeric materials?
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Exercise 8

In today’s cars, the connection between the throttle pedal and the 
engine is made by electrical signals travelling through wires. The 
pedal sensor gauges how far the driver is pressing the throttle pedal 
and sends signals to the engine’s control computer, which determines 
how much to open the throttle based on input from a variety of 
sensors, choosing a setting that will achieve the lowest exhaust 
emissions, the best fuel efficiency and good engine response. In 2010, 
Toyota had to recall many of its products because of a failure of the 
on-board drive-by-wire system.

§ How would you find the relevant Toyota patents?
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Exercise 9

§ 1,2 dichlorobenzene (ortho-DCB) and 1,4 dichlorobenzene (para-
DCB) are the favoured reaction products in the chlorination of 
chlorobenzene. What patented methods are there for the production 
of 1,3 dichlorobenzene (meta-DCB)?

69Intellectual Property Teaching Kit



THE EUROPEAN PATENT 
REGISTER
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Content

§ About the European Patent Register

§ Access

§ Search options

§ Results list

§ Data views

§ Monitoring files with Register Alert

§ Quick quiz
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About the European Patent Register

The European Patent Register provides free 
online access to

§ legal status information
§ procedural status information 

relating to 

§ EP applications
§ PCT applications 

at the EPO during the European phase
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Access and availability

§ Available 24/7

§ Secure access (https://register.epo.org)

§ Information available only after publication of the patent 
application
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Additional features

§ Legal status information in the post-grant/national phase, including 
direct links to a number of national registers 

§ Access to public correspondence between the EPO and the 
patent applicant/attorney 

§ Direct access to the SIPO, KIPO, JPO and US file wrappers

§ Links to appeal decisions

§ Third-party observations 

§ Links to document sources (Espacenet, Publication Server)

§ Possibility to follow progress of applications through different 
stages of the procedure
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Secure access via https://www.epo.org/register
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Quick search 
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Advanced search (I) 
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Advanced search (II)
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Smart search
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Smart search field identifiers (I)
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Smart search field identifiers (II)
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The results list
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About this file
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Legal status
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Event history
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Citations

86Intellectual Property Teaching Kit



Patent family
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All documents = online file inspection
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Monitoring files with Register Alert 

§ Monitors changes to data on up to 1 000 files

§ Sends an e-mail notification to up to five e-mail address when a 
change occurs to selected applications in the Register

§ Users can 

– select which changes trigger a notification
– customise the notification (content)
– import and export lists of documents
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Accessing Register Alert (I)

§ Secure environment

§ Free of charge

§ Access via username and password 
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Accessing Register Alert (II)
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Accessing Register Alert (III)
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Setting up an account in Register Alert

93Intellectual Property Teaching Kit



Logged in to Register Alert with username and 
password
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Changing your Register Alert password 
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Monitored applications in Register Alert 
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Selecting applications to monitor in Register Alert (I)

You have to be logged in
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Selecting applications to monitor in Register Alert (II)

BLACK – NOT MONITORED

GREEN – MONITORED

98Intellectual Property Teaching Kit



Working with the list of monitored applications in 
Register Alert
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Register Alert preferences – table settings 
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Register Alert preferences – notification 
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Register Alert preferences – monitoring profiles
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Register Alert – notifications
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Need help?

§ Quick help

§ Help files

§ Interactive assistant

§ support@epo.org
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Quick quiz (I)

1. Can you use the European Patent Register to find out whether a patent 
was (or will be) granted for a European patent application?

2. The European Patent Register is only available from Monday to Friday. 
True or false?

3. Which type of search option should you use to look for applications from a 
specific company? 

4. How can you get direct access to the legal status of an EP patent in the 
national phase?

5. Is access to the Register Alert service secure?

6. Can you add files that you want to monitor to your list at any time? 

7. Is it possible to set up Register Alert to send messages to more than one 
e-mail address?
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Quick quiz (II)

True or false?

1. The European Patent Office makes all the publicly available procedural and 
legal status information about European patent applications available via 
the European Patent Register.

2. You have to pay a fee to use the Register.

3. The Register allows you to see correspondence between the applicant and 
a number of patent offices.

4. Hyperlinks from the European Patent Register to the national registers let 
you to find out the legal status of a patent in the national phase quickly and 
easily.

5. With Register Alert you can monitor a maximum of 100 applications. 
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EUROPEAN PATENT  
REGISTER
EXERCISES
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Exercise 1

Which articles in the European Patent Convention (EPC) cover:

(a) The European Patent Register?

(b) File inspection?

(Clue: look in www.epo.org)
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Exercise 2

§ How would you devise a search in the European Patent Register 
to produce a result list of 10-20 recently published European 
patent applications?

§ How would you set up a Register Alert account to monitor all the 
applications in this list?

§ How would you set up the monitoring profile to cover all 
substantial procedural actions relating to these applications?
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Exercise 3

§ What would you do to find patent document EP2383063?

§ How many deep links are there to national patent office registers?

§ Which countries do the registers belong to?
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Exercise 4

§ Is European patent  925003 still valid in Switzerland? How would 
you find out? 

§ How would you add it to your list of monitored applications?
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Exercise 5

§ What were the designated states when EP0829417 was granted?

§ In which countries is EP0829417 still valid?
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Exercise 6

§ Find patent document EP1147985

§ What is the legal status of this European patent application in
Spain? France? The United Kingdom? The Netherlands?

§ What is the INPADOC legal status of the patent in Austria? 
Belgium? Switzerland? Denmark? Finland? Luxembourg? 
Portugal?
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Exercise 7

How many opposition procedures are currently running against
applications filed by Siemens?
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Exercise 8

How many patent applications filed by Boeing are being opposed by 
Airbus?
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Exercise 9

§ Find patent document EP0401739.

§ What procedure took place?

§ Who was the opponent?

§ How long after granting was the opposition filed?

§ What was the outcome of the opposition?

§ What happened afterwards?

§ What was the outcome?
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Intellectual Property Teaching Kit

Information sources and tools for 
trade marks and designs



List of tools and sources 

§ Public databases
– for trade marks

• TMview
• TMclass

– for designs
• Designview

– for EUTMs and RCDs
• eSearch Plus
• EuroLocarno
• eSearch Case Law

§ EUIPO Registry
– EUTM Register
– RCD Register
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Searching for trade marks

§ Why search for existing trade marks?

– To maintain peaceful coexistence on the market
– To protect your own trade marks against similar marks

§ Why might it be difficult?

– Different sources and formats
– Different languages
– Some signs may not be registered
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Searching using TMview

§ All information in one search tool:
– information from national offices, EUIPO and WIPO
– trade marks registered at national, EU and international level
– in many EU languages

§ Two search formats:
– quick search
– advanced search
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TMview: quick search and advanced search functions
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Quick Search

Advanced 
Search



TMview: search results

§ List of search results
– add other preferences

§ Link to report sheet with all basic facts

§ Tab navigation system

§ Create alert system
– receive updates for certain trade marks
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TMclass

§ A free online tool for use in searching for and classifying goods 
and services – information which is needed when registering a 
trade mark.

§ The central point from which to access terms that appear in the 
classification databases of the participating offices.
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TMclass: features 

Intellectual Property Teaching Kit

Direct access to basic search

Direct link to all participating
offices – not only in EU!

Two drop-down menus
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TMclass: main functions

§ Search term

§ Verify list of terms

§ Translate term

§ Translate list of terms
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Searching using Designview

§ Central access point for information on designs from:
– national offices in the EU
– EUIPO

§ EU-wide search
– national designs
– RCDs

§ All official EU languages

§ Similar to TMview
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Designview search formats:
“List” mode and “Gallery” mode
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eSearch Plus

§ Integrated tool to search all EUIPO resources

– Community trade marks
– registered Community designs
– owners
– representatives
– publications 
– related case law
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https://euipo.europa.eu/eSearch/
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Direct access to basic search



eSearch Plus: advanced search
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Additional criteria

Filters



The EUTM Register

§ Different from public databases

§ To keep track of EUTM applications and registered EUTMs

§ Entries:
– about EUTM(A) itself
– recordals

§ Easily searched through the eSearch bulletin system from the 
EUIPO website
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Extract from the eSearch bulletin System
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The RCD Register

§ Registration of Community designs by EUIPO

§ Information about:
– design itself
– amendments

§ Published in eSearch Plus Design Bulletin
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Extract from the eSearch plus Designs Bulletin
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EuroLocarno
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eSearch Case Law 
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