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This Clip: Checking your storyline

1. What makes for a good storyline?
2. How do you check your own work?
3. Some pitfalls and common mistakes



What makes for a good storyline?



A good storyline is…

• Clear
• Logical
• Specific
• Complete
• Interesting

• Based on your analysis and backed-up by
authoritative source materials
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A  Tale  f rom  the  Decameron (1916)  by  John  Wil l iam  Waterhouse



1. Client’s problem?
2. Main finding(s)?
3. Knowledge gaps?
4. Further research?
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Sequence of analyses

“So what?”



Jumps in reasoning



Devoid of facts and figures



Logical reasoning but too shallow

“Complex problem, many actors involved, important to 
secure support from other parties as well. This 
requires research to find out what they want / prefer 
/ value”

“Different options, with different outcomes, not yet 
clear what is to be preferred. This requires that 
costs and benefits are analyzed further using cost-
benefit analysis.”



Common pitfalls

• Sequence of different analyses 
• Jumps in reasoning
• Devoid of facts and figures
• Logic is there, but contents too shallow
• Detailed table of contents
• Extended problem introduction
• Problem analysis incomplete
• Nothing ‘new’, no contribution
• …



Checking your storyline

1. What makes for a good storyline?
2. How do you check your own work?
3. Some pitfalls and common mistakes



Thank you for your attention!


